
  

January 2026 

February Newsletter Deadline 

January 19, 2026 

Please submit information as a complete 
article in an email or attached as a Word 
document (.doc or .docx) format.  Include 

“AAUW Newsletter” in your subject line and 
send to cherylkelly48@gmail.com 
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Finance OƯicer’s Report 
 

November General Fund 
      Beginning Balance   $20,457.22 
      Ending Balance   $19,868.19 
September Fund Account 
     Beginning Balance   $16,832.91 
     Ending Balance    $17,177.91 

BRANCH EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Membership and new member:  
sandraguerrero@me.com 

Update member contact information:  ralphkaj@aol.com 
Programs:  carolkanode@me.com 
Newsletter/website submissions:  

cherylkelly48@gmail.com 
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Funding Futures: 
Understanding Changes to Sex and Gender-Based Scholarship Programs 

 
As you know, our branch's fundraising efforts are dedicated to scholarships for 7th grade girls to 
attend Tech Trek and women returning to pursue their education at Golden West College.  We 
were recently contacted by Golden West and learned that they had to undergo an audit as a 
condition of receiving federal funding. This audit found that Golden West College is now in violation 
of non-discrimination practices interpreted under Title IX due to restricting some scholarships to 
only female students. 
 
While it is upsetting to have to modify long-standing programs, National AAUW has provided good 
guidance on how local chapters can revise their scholarships to meet current legal requirements 
while still aligning with AAUW's mission.  Our chapter board will keep our membership and families 
of former members who established scholarship endowments aware of these modifications in the 
coming months.   
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Volunteers First 
 
Volunteerism worldwide has been in decline for over 20 
years and AAUW, along with many nonprofits, has 
struggled to recruit and retain members.  AAUW CA 
conducted state-wide research in 2022 and found that 
former active AAUW members said they left because 
they felt unwelcome, disconnected, and/or disinterested 
in engaging even for the cause.  AAUW CA worked with 
Barry Atland who authored a guide titled Engaging the 
Head, Heart, and Hands of a Volunteer.  From this they 
developed the Volunteers First program to increase 
member engagement through conversation and building 
and facilitating relationships. 
 
One of the recommendations of Volunteer First is to 
have small group discussions through Circles of 
Engagement.  Our branch already has this as a 
component of our monthly general meetings because 
we enjoy eating a meal together, and we even sit at 
circular tables.  Starting at the January meeting, we 
would like to try focusing the discussions so that we can 
learn more about each other and our mutual interest in 
AAUW.  While you're enjoying brunch, please share with 
the others at your table why you joined AAUW and 
continue to renew your membership.  We will set aside 
some time so that we can share what we learn about 
each other after the program presentation. 
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In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in 
 this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability. 

The mission of AAUW is to advance equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and research. 
 
AAUW is California’s most active and diverse organization for women offering action for equity, personal and professional 
growth, community leadership and friendship. 

Co-Presidents: Lisa Swanson & Janet Riness 
Membership Co-VPs: Sandra Guerrero & Cheryl Kelly 
Programs Co-VPs: Carol Kanode & Phyllis Sakioka  
Fund Co-VPs: Ann Kajdasz & Donna Kratter  
Treasurer: Kathi Rand 
Secretary: Jennifer Solano 
Newsletter & Website: Cheryl Kelly 
Facebook: Lisa Swanson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Correction Requested 
 
American Association of University Women 
Tri-City Dispatch 
1431 Pelham Road #65K 
Seal Beach, CA  90740 
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